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against the French and had been ordered to North Vietnam by the Communist 
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We have here in Washington a two-ton display of weapons captured by 
the American 1 st Cavalry Division at la Drang Valley in November 1 965 . 



fort in the North is -- as it should be -- mainly an effort to interdict the to persuade would decrease markedly as the enemy's forces in So 

grew and our own remained static at an arbitrarily fixed level. 
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would prevent them from receiving much more than that amount. 
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must be equipped and supplied. 




direct aggression and threat of aggression -- against Tenth and last; Has not the United States become stretched so thin 

ic of China and the Republic of Korea. militarily by our operations in Southeast Asia that we are not prepared to 

support our commitments elsewhere in the world? 






our military strategy In Vietnam were such as to threaten the destruction or simply as a result of what we are doing today in South Vietnam. That 

of the North Vietnamese regime or the occupation of its territory. As I risk was inherent in every Treaty the United States signed with small am 
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[8AI QUCTHON* 



^CONVOY STAGING AREAgB 

BAI DUC THON, NORTH VIETNAM' 



This photograph, taken in May 1963 and pulled later from our photo data base, revealed no unusual activity. 
Note, particularly, the two outlined sections which were at that time characterized by heavy trees and 
brush and small agriculture areas. 









B1C0NV0Y STAGING ARFABil 

1BAI DUC THON. NORTH VIETNAM: 



By March 196^ we find this area now includes 13 storage buildings, several smaller structures, and 6 cargo 
trucks. The presence of a large convoy assembly area and extensive vehicle trackage highlights the import- 
ance of this staging facility. 



This photograph, taken in December 1963 of just the red sectioned areas on the previous photograph, revealed 
that- between May 15 and December 30 - the Convoy Staging Area had been constructed. The presence of ex- 
tensive vehicle trackage indicated that, on numerous occasions prior to December 1963, truck convoys had been 
staged throughout the area. 
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BAtDOCTHON 



SSCONVOY STAGING A3EAJSS 

BAI DUC THON, NORTH VIETNAM 



The largest number of vehicles observed in the Bai Due Thon area occurred on May 19> 196^, when 3‘. 
trucks were identified being loaded and aligned in the main assembly area. In addition, on this < 
other cargo trucks were identified near Bai Due Thon and along the approach roads in the immediati 
bringing the aggregate total to 128 vehicles. Bai Due Thon was but one of many new installations 
represented a significant NVN effort to support their expanded infiltration southward and to enla; 
heavy truck transport capability required to maintain their increasing commitment in the south. 



















— — — — — — — 









RUCK ' CONVOY 



BAN NAFllANG, LAOS 
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aSBBMMILITARY CAMPMSmm 

MU G!A PASS, NORTH VIETNAM 



This photograph reveals a North Vietnamese military camp and convoy checkpoint located at Mu Gia Pas: 
North Vietnam, obtained by low-level photography on May 24, 1964. A convoy of 29 cargo trucks and 
escorting armored vehicles was noted at the convoy checkpoint. One of the trucks, identified by the 
red arrow, carried a large number of 55 - gal Ion drums for POL support. 



MILITARY CAMP 
GIA PASS, NORTH VIETNAM 
.'V-IONI 105-46E 



Th.V L 9raP V s anot ? er 1 vla " ° r tha ^me convoy acquired by our low level aircraft at Hu Gia Pass 
few cases 3 for rh/d-" ‘n ! 33 j “ St =Xitin9 La ° 5 • Note that-they are empty expect, in a 

uJ ' he S; C 9 f °? drums (example at red arrow) that provide gasoline essential to' keep th. 

moving When observed head.ng south into Laos, the trucks are usually camouflaged and loaded, it w 

^at!re of C r^ a ^ Ih 3“'' ty P hoto 9 r ?P h y permitted us to appreciate in 1964 the gradually expand 
nature of the North Vietnamese commitment in the South. 
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